Must God Go?
effect. If there was no beginning and no First Cause,
but only a chain of cause and effect stretching
back eternally into the ages for ever, the present
order of existence, to use a mixed metaphor, ought
to have appeared 'long ago', for the universe is
really timeless; or else we should have to suppose,
as some people do indeed maintain, that evolution
repeats itself in endless circles, so that all that exists
now has existed an infinite number of times before.
That would mean that when I had my tooth stopped
the other day I had had the same tooth stopped in
precisely the same circumstances a billion billion
times, and the same thunderstorm took place at the
same hour and the same place in every aeon-circle.
This does not seem very probable, and indeed all
scientific evidence seems to point to the impossibility
of such a state of affairs; for if what is called the
second law of thermodynamics is true, and the
universe  is  running  downhill towards  complete
annihilation, there will be nothing left from which
to start again. No prospect could certainly be more
gloomy than the idea that we had to go on reliving
our lives for ever, and always recurrently doing
the same thing.
If this theory is not true, the only alternative is
the theory that Something was always in existence.
Therefore that Something is outside time and outside
the universe which evolved from it. And, unless the
present order is the only order which could have
evolved, Something chose one set of consequences